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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 18 and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hou (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0131636). 

Regarding claim 18, Hou discloses a digital camera, comprising: an optical 
system (620), an imaging device (630) for receiving from the optical system (620) 
an optical image of a target scene to be photographed and converting the 
received optical image to a digital image (paragraph [0035]) (Hou fails to 
explicitly mention converting the received optical image to a digital image or an 
analog-to-digital converter, however Hou does state that the device disclosed in 
his invention is a digital device (paragraph [0012]). Therefore, it is inherent that 
there would be an analog-to-digital converter in the optical system to convert the 
optical image into digital format since it is a digital device.); a memory (324) for 
storing the digital image (paragraph [0030]); an optical character recognition 
module (428) for converting the digital image to a text file (paragraph [0032]); a 
device for acquiring a text pattern to be searched within the text file (316) 
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(paragraphs [0030] and claim 9; claim 9 states that "the texts can be displayed 
on the display screen when requested," therefore it is inherent that a search is 
being conducted for a particular text pattern in order to display the desired text on 
the display screen); and a controller for determining when the text pattern is 
recognized (it is inherent that there is a controller to determine when the text 
pattern is recognized because when a text pattern is requested it is shown on the 
display when it is found as claimed in claim 9). 

Regarding claim 20, Hou discloses a digital camera, further comprising: an 
image compression module (424) for producing a compressed digital image from 
the digital image (paragraph [0032]). 

Regarding claim 21, Hou discloses a digital camera comprising: means for 
collecting an optical image (620) (paragraph [0035]); means for converting the 
optical image to a digital image (it is inherent that there would be an analog-to- 
digital converter in the optical system to convert the optical image into digital 
format); means for storing the digital image (324) (paragraph [0030]); means for 
converting the digital image to a text file (428) (paragraph [0032]); and means for 
acquiring in the digital camera a text pattern to be searched within the text file 
((316) (paragraphs [0030] and claim 9; claim 9 states that "the texts can be 
displayed on the display screen when request," therefore it is inherent that a 
search is being conducted for a particular text pattern in order to display the 
desired text on the display screen). 
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Regarding claim 22, Hou discloses a digital camera further comprising: 
means for saving the text file when the text pattern is recognized (it is inherent 
that there is a buffer in the digital camera in order to save the document before 
displaying the requested text). 

Regarding claim 23, Hou discloses a digital camera further comprising: 
means for compressing the digital image to produce a compressed digital image 
(424) (paragraph [0032]); means for saving the compressed digital image when 
the text pattern is recognized (It is inherent that there is a buffer in the digital 
camera in order to save the document before displaying the requested text, Hou 
displays both the business card image and the text file when a business card is 
displayed, see Fig. 2B.). 

Regarding claim 24, Hou discloses a digital camera further comprising: 
means for signaling when the text pattern is recognized (claim 9). Hou signals 
the user by displaying on the screen the text pattern in the particular text file it 
was found in. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hou as 
applied to claim 18 above, and further in view of Laitinen et al. (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2002/0160805). 

Regarding claim 19, Hou differs from claim 19 in that claim 19 further 
requires the digital camera to comprise an audible tone generator for signaling 
when the text pattern is recognized. 

Referring to the Laitinen reference, Laitinen discloses an audible tone 
generator for signaling when a text pattern is recognized (paragraph [0027]). 
Laitinen also discloses in paragraph [0027] that the user can be notified of a text 
pattern that matches the user-provided text pattern in several different ways, 
such as display illumination, reverse video, vibrating or ringing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have notified the user as disclosed by 
Laitinen in the device as disclosed by Hou to provide the user with a notable alert 
that their search is done in case the user happens to look away from their digital 
camera. 



5. Claims 1 -1 7 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: prior art fails 
to teach or fairly suggest a method for initiating data capture in a digital camera, the 
method comprising: activating a text-recognition mode in a digital camera; acquiring in 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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the digital camera a text pattern to be recognized; selecting a first target scene at which 
to aim the digital camera; capturing a first digital image of the first target scene; 
converting the first digital image to a first text file; and searching the first text file for the 
text pattern. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Neukermans et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0011558) discloses a digital camera with a scanner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R Long whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0681 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



HRL 

July 9, 2004 




